PAUL'S LETTERS | LESSON 8

PARTICIPANT HANDOUT | LESSON 8

2 Thessalonians

Stand Firm and Get to Work

BIG IDEA The church stands firm amid suffering and confusion about Christ's return, trusting God's justice and
continuing in faithful work.

SERIES QUESTION What problem is Paul addressing, and how does the gospel answer it?
Why Paul writes again

The believers' faith and love are growing, but persecution continues. An alarming claim says the Day of the Lord has
already arrived, and some members remain disorderly. Paul encourages, corrects, and commands the church.

Follow the movement

PASSAGE PAUL'S PASTORAL ANSWER

Endure suffering. God sees, Christ will judge justly, and faithful

1:3-12 o

suffering is not wasted.

Do not become alarmed or deceived. Lawlessness is active but
2:1-12 . . . .

restrained, and Christ will destroy it.

Stand firm in the gospel and hold to the apostolic teaching the
2:13-17 .

church received.
3:6-15 Work quietly, never tire of doing good, and correct persistent

disorder as members of one family.

Comparing views of the man of lawlessness

VIEW ‘WHAT IT PROPOSES QUESTION TO CONSIDER

Puturist A final personal Antichrist before Christ How much of the detailed scenario comes
returns from this passage itself?
. - A continuing institution or succession of Does it read later church conflicts back into
Historicist )
leaders Paul's words?
Preterist A first-century ruler or event such as Caligula, Does any candidate account for Christ
Nero, Titus, or the Jewish revolt destroying the figure at his appearing?
Idealist A recurring symbol of rebellion in political, Does a symbolic reading take Paul's climactic
religious, or ideological systems personal language seriously enough?

WORKING POSITION The mystery of lawlessness repeatedly appears in history and may culminate in a final personal
embodiment before Christ returns. The exact identity remains disputed; Christ's victory does not.

What the passage makes clear

e Lawlessness is already active but remains restrained.

e Satan works through deception and counterfeit power.

e People are responsible for refusing to love the truth.

¢ Jesus will overthrow the lawless one by the splendor of his coming.

e The church's response is to stand firm in the gospel and apostolic teaching.
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Christ's return and ordinary responsibilities
Panic over alarming spiritual claims Careful testing and confidence in apostolic teaching

Humili i il; i hrist'
Attachingprophecy foevery headline umility about disputed details and certainty about Christ's

victory
Using future hope to neglect today's duties Quiet work, responsible participation, and persistent goodness
Treating discipline as rejection Truthful correction that still regards the person as family

Confronting those unwilling to contribute while caring for

Using 3:10 against 1 ble t k .
sing against people unable to wor genuine need

The Gospel Then and Now

CHURCH REALITY THEN Believers faced persecution, confusing claims about the Day of the Lord, and members
refusing ordinary responsibility.

CHURCH TEMPTATION NOW We can answer suffering with revenge, mistake speculation for discernment, or neglect
ordinary faithfulness while chasing controversy.

GOSPEL-SHAPED CHURCH Because Christ will judge justly and defeat evil, the church endures, stands firm, works
quietly, corrects lovingly, and never tires of doing good.

Discuss
1. How should belief in Christ's return change the way the church faces suffering, confusing claims, and ordinary
responsibilities?

2. What can we say confidently about the man of lawlessness, and where must we remain humble?

3. How does trust in God's justice help Christians reject both despair and revenge?

4. What ordinary responsibilities are easiest to neglect when Christians become consumed with controversy or
speculation?

5. How can a church confront chosen irresponsibility while caring generously for people in genuine need?

For further study

ECO CONNECTION Essential Tenets I1.B, Jesus Christ and his promised return; IIL.B, election for salvation and service;
and IIL.E, living in obedience to God's Word. eco-pres.org/constitution/

READ MORE ONLINE BibleProject, Book of 2 Thessalonians Guide: bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-2-thessalonians/

CLASS RESOURCES AND UPCOMING LESSONS
keithbreuer615.github.io/pauls-letters-class/

BEFORE NEXT WEEK START HERE: Read Acts 18:1-17 and 1 Corinthians 1. CONTINUE IF POSSIBLE: Read 1 Corinthians 2-4.
Notice the divisions in Corinth, what the church admired as wisdom, and how Paul answered with the cross of Christ.
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